Make a story map!
with
Digimap for Schools
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We are going to make story maps. We can add emojis, writing, photos and shapes and lines
to a map of our town.
The picture on page 1 is a story map about places that are important to John.
Here is another story map – about important places in Greenock. This story map has
pictures.
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First, choose a story. It can be anything you like! Some ideas:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Important places in my town
Places where I am happy
My important places
My school
My family
Best shops in town
Fun places in town

1. Write down your story – just the title, something like ‘Emma’s fun places.’
My story

2. Write down 3 places you will put on your story map.

1
2
3
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Go to: https://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/
Select the Login button
Put in your username*
Put in your password*
Select Log In

*Ask a teacher if you don’t know this
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1.
2.
3.

Go to the Search Box at the top left of the screen.
Type a place name, like Greenock or Gourock.
Choose your place from the list – see the picture below.

4.
Or try a postcode, like PA15 3DX. You could ask your teacher for the school
postcode?
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Move around and look for places you know.
•
•
•
•

Try zooming in and out with the zoom bar.
Plus sign to zoom in.
Minus sign to zoom out.
Click and drag to move around the map.
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Find the first of your 3 places on the map.
Open the Drawing Tools.
Choose a marker from the menu.
Click on the map at your place to add a marker.
Do this again for your 2 other places. You might need to zoom out or move the map
to find your other places.

Do you have a map showing all 3 places with markers on?
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Keep your map with 3 places on the screen.
Open the Map Selector.
Choose the button next to Aerial.
Do you recognise anything?
Now try the 1950s map. Does it look different?
Try the 1890s too.

What is the best map for your story?
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1. Keep the Drawing Tools open.
2. What do you want to add?
3. You can add:
a. Text
b. Photos
c. Lines
d. Shapes
4. Try stuff out and have fun!!

Photos
First find the photos

It’s important to use photos that we are allowed to use. Some good places to look:
•
•
•
•

McLean Museum https://mcleanmuseum.pastperfectonline.com/photo
Canmore https://canmore.org.uk/site/search
Geograph https://www.geograph.org.uk/
Wikimedia Commons https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page

Adding photos
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Select add photo – orange button in picture below.
Choose the place on the map.
Pick Choose file.
Find your photo.
Choose Open.
Upload.
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Text options
To add a short label, use the label tool (orange button in picture below).
You can choose the colour and size of text in the menu.

To add a longer bit of text, use the text box.
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We hope you have had fun making a story map.
To share it, you need to create a print file. Check the next page to see how to do that.
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1. Choose the Print button – it’s above the map.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

The Print menu opens.
Add a title and your name.
Format – choose PDF.
Page size – choose A4.
Choose Layout Preview - above the map.
Make sure the grey box covers all your drawings.
a. Try switching Print Layout from Portrait to Landscape (or the other way
round) to see if this helps.
8. Generate Print File.
9. A file is downloaded that you can now view and print – ask your teacher if you’re not
sure where it is saved on your computer.
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